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AS routinely as the Washington Yel- 

/A ; low Pages list pest controllers 
jL JL and plumbers, polygraph serv- 
ices ar&jacluded,. too, as part ot a 
steadyccapital industry that profits 
fronts -Republican and A Democratic 
yearaalike, according to one ofcrthe’j 
city’s deans ot lie detecticsj, WalterF. { 

AtWOOd; 

As past president of the American 
Polygraph Association, 'Mr., Atwood 
detected great frustration, but ^ no 
guarantees of success, in ^President 
Reagan’s insis tance the other day that- 
he would stop unauthorized- disclc «A 
sures of inf formation from his Admirds^ j 
tration even if it took polygraph tests; 
to do so. a' *: x . ' 

•‘There’s nothing new in that;” saidjj 
Mr.* Atwood, who has seen leakers' ] 
practice by dribble and torrent with? J 
each new tun*:of tbeF&tfs political 
tide^He was a veteran of 25 years of 
Govwnment potygraphy, much of it 
the military and intelligence areas, ' 
before he opened a private firm. : 

-4 It’s almost impossible to find many 
of the leaks these days,” he said. 
•‘Overheard comments go around this 
town so fast, and Xerox- is.one of the 
worse things that ever happened to se- 


^Mr. Atwood said he had, on occa- 
sion, been hired by the Government 
and had successfully detected a guilty 
leaker at the sub-Cabinet level. But 
this usually works well only in a sim- 
ple situation of “five men in a room” 
who can be systematically questioned 
and eliminated as suspects, Ala Her- 
cule Poirot, before the leaked informa- 
tion can be fully sucked up like feath- 
ers into the city’s endless information 
storm.livv^ , :x ' 

# Surprisingly, perhaps, Mr. Atwood 
said thatof the 50 reputable polygraph 
practitioners in Washington, he knew 
of none who had perfected an antidote 
service in how to beat a lie detector. 
The one method he recommended in- 
volves no chemicals or breathing exer- 
cises: Simply refuse to volunteer for a 
test, as the law permits . - 

But the lie detective laughed lightly 
at that thought. “With the President 
emphasizing it, ycu almost have to 
volunteer,” he said. v ; ^ 

Francis X. Clines 
Bernard Weinraub J 
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